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MONACO ROMERS RALLY 
January 8 thru 14, 2017

 INDIO FAIRGROUNDS WITH WESTERN AREA FMCA

THE MONACO ROMERS' 2ND RALLY at the Western Area FMCA rally was a huge success. 
There were 21 coaches attending under the leadership of Susan & Jim Lewis with help from 
Rob & Dianne Wilson.
We were parked on the asphalt close to the exhibits and close to the California Coasters 
RV club. Both clubs volunteer to drive the EXPRESS golf carts to help FMCA Rally 
participants to and around the fairgrounds for various seminars and to visit the show 
vendors with RV Products, etc.
We did have 30amp split service and had to be careful with our water usage. Everyone did 
very well conserving.
We had a little rain (nothing like the lake we had last year), it didn't hamper our ROMERS' 
spirit. After the rain, the mountains were white tipped with snow and were so beautiful!
Caterers were found that were even better than last year's and we were able to keep the 
food warm in the evening chill. The rally was budgeted so well that we were able to have a 
full bar for the nights we ate in our party area. Everyone liked that!
We even had a Pre-Parade Margarita happy hour on Thursday.
We were excited to have some new members join us for the rally and they helped tend bar, 
set up and tear down the party area, help serve the food and also took their turns driving 
the carts. They are great members to have: James & Connie Viola, and Dave & Bev Miller.
It is a very different and fun rally, please think about joining us next year for the FMCA 
rally in January?

YOUR RALLY HOSTS: Susan & Jim Lewis, and Rob & Dianne Wilson
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President’s Report

The Indio rally was a success as you have read our Rally Masters report.  A 
BiG Thanks to Jim & Susan Lewis & Rob & Dianne Wilson for all their hard work, especially 
with the somewhat inclement and coolish weather! 

Now is the time for us all to begin thinking about the 2018 rally schedule.  The rallies are 
the real function of the club to create camaraderie with the members and keep the rigs 
rolling.  The 2017 rally schedule is set and planning is moving forward.

Times are changing and the club is also changing.  Change is good and as a club we must adapt 
to changing situations.
 
At the last meeting, in Petaluma, there was a lot of discussion about Standing Rule 1.  I asked 
VP, Steve Hobbs, to form a committee to review the Rule and put together a recommendation 
for any changes to the Rule.  The committee met several times during the Indio rally and did 
give recommendations.  I will forward their recommendations to the membership in a separate 
E-mail.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the RED ROCKS & APACHE DRUMS rally in March.

Knud Bjornestad

PS.  The Club By-Laws with Standing Rules are posted on the Monaco Romer website under the 
By-Laws tab.  www.monacoromers.com
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Vice President’s Report

What a great Romers Rally we had in Indio, Ca Jan 8 - 15, 2017 thanks to Jim & 
Susan Lewis and Rob & Dianne Wilson who hosted the rally which was combined 
with the Western Area FMCA Rally held at the Riverside County Fair Grounds in 
Indio, Ca.  Thank you Susan and Dianne for the wonderful food that was catered 
by various caterers.

Think every one enjoyed volunteering and driving handicap golf carts for the FMCA Rally, 
(although that 6:30 AM shift was a bit chilly).  I also enjoyed seeing all the Vendors and 
their gadgets and spending money on motorhome stuff, it got a bit expensive before we left 
though!

We have two more Rallies scheduled for 2017, hosting the Spring Rally will be Rich & 
Raylene Beeber, Nancy & Jim Lane and Leah & Joe Dingman “Red Rocks And Apache Drums” in 
Camp Verde, AZ,  March 27 - 31, 2017.  Camp Verde is about 30 miles south of Sedona with so 
many things to do - come early and stay late, what a great place.  Don’t be late, dead line for 
applications and fees is Feb 28, 2017.

Our third rally for 2017 is hosted by Debbie Smith & Janet Ream and will be on the 
Sacramento River at the Durango RV Resort in Red Bluff Ca. September 25 - 29, 2017 more 
information to follow.

We have NO rallies scheduled for 2018 which is just around the corner, reserving an RV 
Park & planning can take 9 mo. to a year, so please think hard and lets come up with some 
great ideas and places to have fun.  we have a number of couples that haven’t put on a rally 
and I think you would enjoy the experience.  talk to one or two more couples you gotten to 
know in the Romers & Give it some thought - we need you to volunteer.  If you have any 
questions please call or email me.

Thank You   Stephen Hobbs
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A BIG Thanks to the Monaco Romer 
Volunteer Express Tram Drivers 

Randy Gibbs and I received the following 
complimentary emails from Fred Wells, the Central 
Area VP of the Western Area Motor Home Association, 
and Lon Cross, President of the Western Motor Home 
Association, and we would like all of the Monaco 
Romer volunteer drivers to know that Randy and I and 
the two highest executives of the Western Area of the 
Family Motor Coach Association all appreciated their 
hard work as volunteer Tram drivers under difficult 
weather conditions.

Sincerely,
George Brodt and Randy Gibbs
Indio Rally Co-Captains - Express Trams

Express Tram Volunteers,
I would like to take this opportunity to commend your 
volunteers.  The Express Trams crew weathered the 
inclement weather and preformed as if they were the 
US Postal service.  I received numerous positive 
comments from your riders.  
 
You are all a part of the great volunteer force that 
make the Indio Rally one of the best. 
 

Thank You All for a job well done.
Fred Wells
Central Area VP,  Western Area 

I too would like to express my appreciation and 
gratitude to you and your volunteers of the Express 
Trams crew that performed so admirably through out 
the entire rally, during good & bad weather.  And to 
quote Regional VP Fred Wells "you are all a part of 
the great volunteer force that makes the Indio Rally 
one of the best."

Thank you so very much for a job well done.

Sincerely,
Lon Cross F233066
President Western Motor Home Assoc.
FMCA National VP, Western Area

Welcome New Members

Connie & James Viola - Palmdale, CA

Dave & Bev Miller - Visalia, CA



MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Monaco Romer Rallies

Spring 2017
Arizona - Rally Hosts
Rich & Raylene Beeber

Fall 2017
Northern California - Rally Hosts 

Debbie Smith & Janet Ream

Monaco International Rallies
May 7 - 14, 2017  Branson, Missouri
October 11 - 15, 2017 Albuquerque, NM

FMCA Rallies
March 7-10, 2017 FMCA 95th 

International Convention in Chandler, AZ
July 11-15, 2017 FMCA 96th

International Convention in Indianapolis, IN
Winter 2018  Perry, GA

Summer 2018  Gillette, WY
Winter 2019  Chandler AZ or Tucson, AZ

Summer 2019 St. Paul, MN
Winter 2020 Perry, GA

Summer 2020  Redmond, OR

Note:  Winter Conventions are usually scheduled 
for March or April 

Summer Conventions are usually scheduled
for July or August

Monaco Romers Officers 
President:  Knud Bjornestad

EMail: bjornbear@msn.com    Phone:  623.640.2525

Vice President:  Stephen Hobbs
EMail: stephen@hobbscontainer.com  Phone: 559.679.8800 

Secretary:  Tom Townsend
E-Mail: tomt@monacoromers.com    Phone: 760.749.5285

Treasurer:  Karenann Evans
EMail: prklevans@yahoo.com  Phone:  858.273.8818

FMCA Director:  Jim Lewis  
EMail:  gizmo4wine@yahoo.com  Phone: 805.688.4730

FMCA Alt. Director:  Larry Johnson
Email: ejohns1020@earthlink.net  Phone 310.375.6079

Past President:  Jim Lewis
EMail: gizmo4wine@yahoo.com  Phone 805.688.4730

Membership:  Rob Crow
EMail: robertcrow80@gmail.com  Phone 928.453.1462

WebMaster:  Tom Townsend
EMail: tom@pacecases.com Phone 760.749.5285

Editor:  Marsha Taylor
EMail: marshataylor903@gmail.com Phone 714.697.0725

Sunshine Lady/Romer Apparel
EMail: nancybaum@sbcglobal.net  Phone310.995.3765
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Look how much fun we 
had!!  Hope to see 
many more of the 

Romers in Arizona in 
March. You are why 
we have Rallies!!!  

Be sure to visit 
monacoromers.com 

M a r s h a  Ta y l o r
N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r

Monaco Romer Rally Attendees

Don & Nancy Baumgart
Knud & Darlene Bjornestad

Dennis & Geri Dee
Bill & G’Nell Delack
Joe & Leah Dingman
Tom & Lois Getzfrid
Howard & Judy Hays

Stephen & Donnis Hobbs
Duncan & Nancy Holt

Larry & Ellen Johnson
Paul & Pat Klempner

Jim & Susan Lewis
Albert & Rose McDonald

Dave & Bev Miller - New Members
Jeff Preach
John Roan

Ken Stender
Don & Layne Strelic

Dave & Marsha Taylor
Jim & Connie Viola - New Members

Rob & Dianne Wilson

Walk ins ( staying in the area): 
Debbie Smith & Janet Ream

Curt & JoAnne Curtis
Tom & Sheryl Costa

Bob & Carolyn Bulot
Jerry & Inge Plier
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History Lesson for Today
*Monaco Coach Corporation

Monaco is a recreational vehicle (RV) brand, manufactured in Decatur, Indiana, by Allied Recreation 
Group. Monaco holds an iconic portfolio of popular Class A Diesel motorhomes, including Diplomat 
and Dynasty. Monaco is led by Monaco President, Mike Snell, and Allied Recreation Group President, 
Jim Jacobs. Allied Recreation Group is a subsidiary of Allied Specialty Vehicles.
Allied Recreation Group was established in 2013 following the acquisition of Monaco and Holiday 
Rambler. Allied Recreation Group is one of the leading manufacturers of Class A Gas, Class A Diesel, 
and Class C Gas products for Fleetwood RV, American Coach, Holiday Rambler, Monaco, and Trek. 
Allied Recreation Group maintains significant manufacturing operations, including a state-of-the-art 
ARG Factory Service Center in Decatur, Indiana, and Coburg, Oregon; and a national OEM Retail Parts 
Store.
History
Monaco was incorporated in 1968 as the Caribou Manufacturing Company. They began building pickup 
campers. The most popular line was named "Monaco." In 1977 the name was changed to Monaco Coach 
Corporation. It acquired the Roadmaster Chassis Division of Chrysler Corporation in 1984 and the 
Holiday Rambler Division of Harley-Davidson in 1996. In 1987 Kay Toolson was appointed President. 
Monaco manufactured seven brands of motorhomes and RVs, including Monaco, Beaver Motorcoach 
Corporation, Safari Motorcoach Corporation, McKenzie, Holiday Rambler, R-Vision, and Roadmaster 
Chassis. In 1994 Monaco President Kay Toolson announced they would move their Junction City 
operations to the Coburg Industrial Park in Eugene, Oregon.
On March 4, 1996, the Monaco Coach Corporation acquired from Harley-Davidson, Inc. certain assets 
of Holiday Rambler (the "Holiday Acquisition") in exchange for $21.5 million in cash, 65,217 shares of 
Redeemable Preferred Stock (which was subsequently converted into 230,767 shares of Common 
Stock), and the assumption of most of the liabilities of Holiday Rambler. Concurrently, the Company 
acquired ten Holiday World Dealerships for $13.0 million, including a $12.0 million subordinated.
In 2005, the company had sales of approximately US$1.2 billion, and employed nearly 5,400 people.
On March 5, 2009 the company filed for Chapter 11 bankrutpcy. On April 24, 2009 in U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court in Delaware, an attorney for Monaco said the company had signed an asset purchase agreement 
with Workhorse International Holding Co., a Navistar International subsidiary. Monaco's CEO was Kay 
Toolson. On June 23, 2009, Judge Kevin Carey agreed to the company’s request to convert its Chapter 
11 bankruptcy filing to a Chapter 7 case so it could liquidate its remaining assets which included 
seven properties in Oregon, Indiana and Florida as well as RV resort properties in California, Nevada, 
Florida and Michigan were sold to multiple buyers. The order converting the case to Chapter 7 was 
effective June 30. Navistar International Corp purchased the core assets of Monaco Coach 
Corporation's factories, inventory, brands and intellectual property in June 2009 for $47 million and 
the company's new name became Monaco RV LLC. Upon the sale of its remaining assets liquidated under 
Chapter 7, “the entity ceases to exist,” said Andrea Coles-Bjerre, an assistant law professor at the 
University of Oregon and a former bankruptcy lawyer in New York.
In 2013 as part of Navistar International Corp. restructuring Monaco RV LLC was sold to Allied 
Specialty Vehicles

*http://en.Wikipedia.org/wiki/Monaco_Coach_Corporation




