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2017 Red Rocks & Apache Drums  - Camp Verde, AZ
The “Red Rocks & Apache Drums” rally, hosted by Raylene & Rich Beeber, Nancy & Jim Lane and Leah 
& Joe Dingman is now in the history book.  It was a huge success with 36 coaches in attendance at the 
Distant Drums RV Resort in Camp Verde, Arizona. This included some New Members & First Timers 
including Joe & Vivian Lewis, Bob & Susan Martin, Ted & Marsha Lewis and Pat & Kathy Coleman.  
Camp Verde was just down the road a bit from Sedona and March/ April is one of the prettiest times of 
the year.  The desert was in full bloom and the weather did not let us down. It was beautiful! 

Tuesday was golf day and we had four foursomes playing for the distinguished 1st place position.  The 

1st place team of Butch Kersey, Homer & Sharon Budd and Jim Viola won that honor.  We had 2 closest 
to the pin & 1 longest drive awards and they all went to Henny Kersey!!!!!!  The rest of us let the 
course beat us down but it was beautiful - we all had a great time.  Lest I forget, Jim Lewis passed on 
the coveted honor of the Grand Romer Chicken to Joe Dingman for undistinguished activities of the 
day. (see article in this newsletter). 

Some of the non golfers played bunco thanks to Ellen Johnson!  I was told everyone had a great time as 
well.

On Wednesday some thirty plus folks went to Sedona for the Pink Jeep Tour of Coyote Canyon.  Some 
of us are still getting our bodies back in order!  We bounced around and laughed through the entire 
tour!  It was a Grand time!!! (see article in this newsletter).
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(Con’t Pg 1) 

We did not go hungry. On Monday night we enjoyed an hors d'oeuvres potluck dinner that was great. Rosalie’s 
of Sedona Catering delighted us with yummy breakfasts & dinners Tuesday through Thursday. On Friday morning 
we devoured six- dozen donuts as we all set out for home!  If we didn’t go hungry, we certainly did not go 
thirsty!!!! Thanks to Rob and Larry and the Bar crew for pouring the drinks.  

And finally, thanks to all who attended and made this rally the success it was.  

 Raylene & Rich Beeber,  Nancy & Jim Lane  &  Leah & Joe Dingman
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What a fantastic rally we had in the Red Rock Country. I want to thank everyone for the unanimous 

vote to modify Standing Rule no. 1.  This was a major accomplishment and will serve the club to 

operate smoothly for the foreseeable future.  We will remain a Monaco Logo club but accommodate 

long time members that decide to change rigs in the current market situation.  I like to think of this 

change as stating “ONCE A ROMER ALWAYS A ROMER”.

The Nominating committee is already working and I believe they will have excellent nominees for the 

full slate of officers at our next meeting in September.   The Batons will be passed to the new 

officers and this great club will move on.  I think Rallies are being scheduled for 2018 and possibly 

into 2019.  This is an exciting club with members ready to step up to the plate and keep us moving 

down the road. Knud Bjornestad
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Well, we had another great Romers Rally, thanks to Raylene & Rich Beebe, Nancy & Jim 
Lane, and Leah & Joe Dingman, thank you again Wagon Masters.  From Camp Verde we visited to the great 
town of Sedona, toured the area in the famous Pink Jeeps, played golf and ate great food.

We have our last Rally for the year September 25 - 29, 2017 taking place in Red Bluff, CA. on the Sacramento 
River and staying at Durango RV Resort hosted by Debbie Smith & Janet Ream, Dave & Bobbie Peterson & 
Tom & Sheryl Costa.  Please get your applications in (see last page in Newsletter for application).

We have several members working on Rallies for 2018 and should have some firm dates shortly.  For 
information on new Rallies please contact myself:
Stephen Hobbs  stephen@hobbscontainer.com  or my wife Donnis Hobbs  donnis@hobbscontainer.com .  

Please remember it takes time to set up, reserve and organize a Rally.  We can always help you find co-Rally 
helpers.  More information is available on the monacoromers.com website 
    Thank You                                                                                   Stephen Hobbs 

mailto:stephen@hobbscontainer.com
mailto:donnis@hobbscontainer.com


MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Monaco Romer Rallies

Sept 22 - 26, 2017
Durango RV Resort - Red Bluff, CA

Rally Hosts 
Debbie Smith & Janet Ream
Dave & Bobbi Peterson
Tom & Sheryl Costa

Monaco International Rallies
May 7 - 14, 2017  Branson, Missouri

July 5 - 9, 2017  Celina, OH
Pre-Rally to FMCA 96th Convention in 

Indianapolis
 

October 11 - 15, 2017 Albuquerque, NM

FMCA Rallies
July 11-15, 2017 FMCA 96th

International Convention in Indianapolis, IN
Winter 2018  Perry, GA

Summer 2018  Gillette, WY
Winter 2019  Chandler AZ or Tucson, AZ

Summer 2019 St. Paul, MN
Winter 2020 Perry, GA

Summer 2020  Redmond, OR

Note:  Winter Conventions are usually scheduled 
for March or April 

Summer Conventions are usually scheduled
for July or August

Monaco Romers Officers 
President:  Knud Bjornestad

EMail: bjornbear@msn.com    Phone:  623.640.2525

Vice President:  Stephen Hobbs
EMail: stephen@hobbscontainer.com  Phone: 559.679.8800 

Secretary:  Tom Townsend
E-Mail: tomt@monacoromers.com    Phone: 760.749.5285

Treasurer:  Karenann Evans
EMail: prklevans@yahoo.com  Phone:  858.273.8818

FMCA Director:  Jim Lewis  
EMail:  gizmo4wine@yahoo.com  Phone: 805.688.4730

FMCA Alt. Director:  Larry Johnson
Email: ejohns1020@earthlink.net  Phone 310.375.6079

Past President:  Jim Lewis
EMail: gizmo4wine@yahoo.com  Phone 805.688.4730

Membership:  Rob Crow
EMail: robertcrow80@gmail.com  Phone 928.453.1462

WebMaster:  Tom Townsend
EMail: tom@pacecases.com Phone 760.749.5285

Editor:  Marsha Taylor
EMail: marshataylor903@gmail.com Phone 714.697.0725

Sunshine Lady/Romer Apparel
EMail: nancybaum@sbcglobal.net  Phone310.995.3765
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Bunco lead by Ellen Johnson & helper Larry Johnson 
A great afternoon of fun while the golfers did their golfing. 

Bunco Winners - Maureen Bouma, Raylene Beeber & Geri Dee - 
Bunco Losers - Dianne Wilson, Marsha Taylor, Aletha McLain & 

Connie Viola. 



Distant Drums RV Resort, Camp Verde, AZ
March 30, 2017

President Knud Bjornestad called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. and stated the meeting had a quorum in attendance.

Rich Beeber led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag.

Marsha Taylor introduced First Timers Marsha & Ted Lewis, Susan & Bob Martin, Vivian & Joe Lewis and Cathy & Pat 
Coleman.

President Bjornestad thanked rally masters Raylene & Rich Beeber, Nancy & Jim Lane and Leah & Joe Dingman for hosting 
an excellent rally. An enthusiastic round of applause from the gallery acknowledged the rally masters efforts and success. 
Kudos were also extended to Rob Wilson and Larry Johnson chief bartenders, and all of their bar staff.

Secretary’s Report:

• Secretary Townsend stated that the minutes of the General Meeting held October 6, 2016 at the San Francisco 
North/Petaluma KOA in Petaluma, CA was published in the most recent newsletter.

• He asked for any additions or corrections. Being none . . . 

• He called for a motion to accept the minutes as published. A motion was made and seconded.

• Minutes were passed as published.

Treasurer’s Report:

• In the absence of Treasurer Karenann Evans, Nancy Baumgart read the Treasurer’s report dated March 28, 2017.

• The report stands as read, is included with the official minutes in the Secretary’s Log Book and will be published in 
the Treasurer’s Report section in the newsletter in which these minutes are published.

Prior to turning the microphone back over to President Bjornestad, Secretary Tom Townsend took the opportunity to thank 
Nancy Baumgart for her sitting in for him at the past two rallies as Secretary Pro Tem. She did a great job and it was very 
much appreciated.

President Knud Bjornestad called on Vice President Stephen Hobbs to discuss the rallies scheduled for the balance of 2017 
and into 2018.

Debbie Smith & Janet Ream along with Bobbie & Dave Peterson and Sheryl & Tom Costa are hosting a rally at the Durango 
RV Resort in Red Bluff, CA. Arrive on Friday, September 22, 2017 and depart on Tuesday, September 26, 2017. They are 
considering a Shasta Cruise the day before the rally starts but can’t confirm anything on this until May 1, 2017.

Donnis Hobbs spoke on behalf of Stephen regarding a rally planned in May 2018 in Sonora, CA as well as a couple of other 
potential rallies for 2018. 

Susan Lewis said the first rally for 2018 will be held in Indio, CA arriving January 7, 2018 and out on January 14, 2018. 
This is combined with the Western FMCA rally held each year in Indio at this time. They will be parked on blacktop and will 
have 30amp service. The cost is $475 per couple for 7 nights including evening dinners. There is no limit to the number of 
rigs they can accommodate. Monaco Romers provide golf cart drivers for the handicapped during this event.

For anyone interested in hosting a rally contact Vice-President Hobbs and he and Donnis will do everything they can to 
help you make the rally a success.

Membership Chairman’s Report:

• In the absence of Membership Chairman Rob Crow, Marsha Taylor read the membership report. 

• The report stated we have 104 members as of March 25, 2017.

• See the Membership Chairman’s Report in the newsletter in which these minutes are published.

Newsletter Editor’s Report:

• Newsletter Editor Marsha Taylor asked that all attendees meet out by the red gravel area immediately after the 
business meeting ends for a group picture.

• Marsha requested that officers and rally master reports be sent to her within a week or so.

• Anyone who has rally pictures should email them to Marsha so she can decide which ones to use in the upcoming 
newsletter.
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Webmaster’s Report: Webmaster Tom Townsend said that there were some fairly good tools under the Rallies page for new 
rally masters to help them kick off their rally.

FMCA National Director’s Report:

• FMCA National Director Jim Lewis said that neither he nor Alternate Director Larry Johnson would be attending the 
FMCA Convention to be held July 12 – 15, 2017 in Indianapolis, Indiana and asked for any volunteers so they may 
be elected as an alternate delegate. 

• No one responded.

Sunshine & Showers / Romers Apparel Report:

• Sunshine & Showers lady Nancy Baumgart reported that she hadn’t received any reports, good or bad although 
some have come to her attention at this rally. See Sunshine & Showers Report in the newsletter in which these 
minutes are published for further information.

• Nancy has Romers apparel for sale here at the rally. Also, you can order the jackets off the Monaco Romers web 
site.

Old Business:

• President Knud Bjornestad stated that after the last business meeting in Petaluma, CA regarding Monaco Romers 
Standing Rules #1, a committee was formed with Vice-President Stephen Hobbs as its chairman. 

o The committee’s objective was to review and recommend changes to Standing Rule #1 to be presented to 
the Board of Directors. 

o The committee met several times while they were in Indio in January.

o The Board of Director’s were presented with the minutes of their meeting and the committee’s 
recommendations for changes to Standing Rule #1. 

o President Bjornestad stated that the minutes of the above meeting were distributed to the membership at 
least 30 days prior to today per our By-Laws. 

o Further, he stated that we have a quorum of 25% of the Chapter family unit membership in that we have 
36 family unit members at this rally.

o President Bjornestad called for a motion to approve the Special Committee Meeting Minutes. A motion was 
made and seconded. Discussion followed. Motion passed to accept the minutes as published.

o President Bjornestad addressed the three options offered by the committee and asked for a motion and 
second to consider Option #1.  

▪ Various members discussed Option #1.

▪ It was pointed out that the Board of Directors recommend that Option #1 be approved by the 
membership.

▪ The vote was called for.

▪  By a show of hands, a vast majority of the attendees approved Option #1.

o Howard Hays made a motion not to vote on Option #2 and Option #3 since an overwhelming majority just 
approved Option #1. Motion was seconded. Motion carried.

o President Bjornestad asked for a motion to insert the word “diesel” in the language “Membership is limited 
to all diesel models with a Monaco logo; including coaches manufactured by Executive Industries and 
Royal Coach, and all Monaco coaches manufactured prior to 1992 as well as all diesel coaches 
manufactured…”

▪ A motion was made and seconded.

▪ Motion passed.

New Business:

• President Bjornestad stated we have to select a Nominating Committee for the selection of officers for the 
forthcoming term. Nominating Committee members selected are as follows:

Tom Getzfrid      John Van Doren      Rob Wilson     Jim Lewis    Richard Bouma

• Rally fees were brought up. It was pointed out that the $375 figure per coach is just a recommendation. It is up to 
the rally masters to determine their rally costs and charge accordingly. The $1,500 stipend is just that. It does not 
have to be paid back, but rather used to the benefit of the rally and its attendees.



• John Van Doren spoke about the 5th Wheelers Baker to Vegas relay race that is open to any member of Monaco 
Romers as volunteer support along the route. Contact John for more information.

• President Bjornestad called for any other new business. Being none, he called for a motion to adjourn. A motion 
was made and seconded. Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 10:29 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,   Tom Townsend, Secretary
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Be sure to visit 
monacoromers.com 

M a r s h a  Ta y l o r
N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r

Red Rocks & Apache Drums 
Attendee’s 

John & MaryLou Ballentine
Don & Nancy Baumgart
Rich & Raylene Beeber
Knud & Darline Bjornestad
Richard & Maureen Bouma
Homer & Sharon Budd
Pat & Kathy Coleman - 1st Timers
Tom & Sheryl Costa
Dennis & Geri Dee
Bill & G’Nell Delack
Joe & Leah Dingman
Dale & Judy Edwards
Tom & Lois Getzfrid
Ken & Karen Harms
Howard & Judy Hays
Stephen & Donnis Hobbs
Duncan & Nancy Holt
Larry & Ellen Johnson
Butch & Henny Kersey
Paul & Pat Klempner
Jim & Nancy Lane
Jim & Susan Lewis
Joe & Vivian Lewis - 1st Timers
Ted & Marsha Lewis - 1st Timers
Bob & Susan Martin - New Members
Don & Aletha McLain
Jim & Joanne McPheters
Dave & Bobbi Peterson
Jeff Preach
Debbie Smith & Janet Ream
Dave & Marsha Taylor
Tom Townsend & Bill Burns
John & Dottie VanDorn
Jim & Connie Viola - New Members
Rob & Dianne Wilson
Gary & Phyllis Wimberly

** Jim & Connie Viola attended Indio in 
January  2017 and the Newsletter Editor 
forgot to post their picture.  They are featured 
under Membership Report

Tech Talk 
I was asked to sit in for our regular Tech-Talk moderator, Knud, as he has 
other duties such as being our outstanding President!

As in the past, we had a great turnout for our talk this time.  Since our 
coaches are not just a coach, but a group of subsystems, it seems there 
is always something on the repair list.  Some of the items that came up at 
this rally were safety related.

As Steve and Donnis Hobbs left Pismo Beach for the rally, their coach, all 
of a sudden, would barely run.  They were able to limp off of Hwy 101 and 
found that the clamp holding the exhaust output from the turbo was 
missing and the tubing disconnected.  The hot exhaust melted the wiring 
in the area.  The damage could have been much worse, they were only 
set back a day and made it to the rally on time.

This brought up a discussion on engine compartment fire extinguishers.  It 
was noted that most diesel pusher coach fires start in the engine 
compartment and it might be good insurance and not that expensive 
(compared to a new coach).

Another important safety item is our tow equipment.  There was 
discussion about pins being lost and tow cars trying to pass the coach.  In 
fact, on their way home from the rally, Howard and Judy Hays had one 
arm of their tow bar become separated from the car near Tehachapi.  
Luckily, there was no damage and they were able to get a new pin to get 
home.  We should make it a habit to check the tow bar every time we 
stop.

It seems like there is always talk about our Aqua Hot or water heater or 
tank monitors and there was no exception this time.  Aqua Hot, service it 
annually.  Tank monitors almost always don’t work so get used to it or 
convert to See Level Gauges.

Safe Travels      Duncan Holt
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The golf tournament at the Red Rocks & Apache Drums Rally was held on Tuesday, March 28th at the Sedona 
Golf Resort, which was surrounded by the red rocks of Sedona. Romers turned out for a very enjoyable, but tough 
day of golf.

We had four teams in competition with three individual competitions. Even though the course was long and very 
challenging, the scramble format allowed everyone to have a fun day, while 
still contributing to the team event. Our four teams looked like this:
Team 1

Joe Dingman 
Howard Hayes
Judy Hayes
Tom Townsend

Team 2

Butch Kersey
Homer Budd
Sharon Budd
Jim Viola

Team 3

Henny Kersey
Paul Klempner
Jim Lewis

Team 4

Jim Lane
Bob Martin
Tom Getzfrid
Rich Beeber

The 1st place team was team # 2 led by Butch Kersey. Teams 1& 3 tied for 2nd place and team #4 was at the 
bottom of the pack. That said, we followed team # 3 who reportedly was holding up the entire golf course!!!! We 
blamed our defeat on stiffness due to waiting! A good excuse as any!!!!!

We had 2 closest to the pin & 1 longest drive awards and they all went to Henny Kersey!!!!!!

Speaking of the longest drive. It was designated as hole number 5. Joe Dingman was kind enough to place the 
placards for each of the 3 prize holes. Being in the last group we picked up the four placards. As we drove down 
the fairway on hole #5 we were astonished as there was no longest drive placard to be seen. Well, eventually we 
found it on hole #12!!!!! It appears that Joe had a little problem here. It earned him the Grand Romer Chicken 
award that evening.

A great time was had by all. Everyone is looking forward to the next competition. We hope you can join us. The 
primary objective is for the participants to have fun, regardless of skill level.              Rich Beeber
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Connie & Jim Viola Kathy & Pat Coleman      Marsha & Ted Lewis     Susan & Bob Martin       Vivian & Joe Lewis
Palmdale, CA                   Walnut Creek, CA        Walterville, OR     Fountain Valley, CA        Brentwood, CA

We have 104 members as of March 25, 2017. Other new members include: 
Tim & Maxine Cahoon - Silverdale, WA       Tom & Sandy Goodwin - Nevada City, CA

                         George & Linda McKiernan - Sparks, NV 

           
Membership Chairman                                                               Rob Crow                                                

New Members & 1st Timers 

No News is Good news?  
Since our club was chartered in 1986 (over 31 years 

ago!), we have formed many long-term friendships and 
bonds with each other.  Please email or call if you or a 

loved one has had surgery or is waylaid 
for a time, we can get a card out from our 

group and keep thoughts for a quick 
recovery in our hearts, and in some cases 

get the word out to your caring Romer 
buddies!  

Also, I hate to bring up Showers, but . . . 
If there has been a passing of your loved one, I would 
appreciate a call, we do send out an email to let your 

Romer friends know, they can send their thoughts and 
grieve with you.

On a more cheery note, Sunshine News is also welcome:  
marriages, special anniversaries, births, & terrific 

vacations you want to share, etc.  Remember to call!

Also, I have on hand your Monaco Romer shirts, hats 
with jacket orders available thru the website.  All are 

shown on our monacoromer.com website and shirts & 
hats are available at the rallies. 

 Sunshine & Showers               Nancy Baumgart



FMCA National Director / Alternate National Director Report from the 
95th International Conference in Chandler, AZ

FMCA’s National President Charlie Adcock addressed the 2,376 member families of the association who gathered at 
the 95th Conference on the “Future of FMCA” International Convention & Expo in Chandler, Arizona to inform the 
members about some big decisions that the FMCA leaders are dealing with. The future of FMCA depends on growth 
of our membership and since 2004, when our membership included 130,000 families, we have dropped to about 
70,500 families today. Revenue from the current membership is $ 62.26 per family membership, whereas our 
expenses are $78.27. The deficit is made up by withdrawing funds from FMCA’s investment portfolio. This cannot 
continue very long before FMCA will be Bankrupt.
FMCA leadership has concluded that the declining membership can be reversed by opening our membership 
requirement to include other types of recreational vehicles (RV’s), like trailers and fifth-wheels. Surveys have shown 
that the average age of FMCA members has increased to 71, while RV industry statistics have shown that the 
average age of RV owners is 48.  We need these younger people to consider joining FMCA to enjoy the benefits that 
our members value. FMCA leaders studied the option of forming a subsidiary organization that would welcome 
members of other types of RV’s to join in the fun of FMCA, however, it was concluded that a better plan would be to 
simply open FMCA membership to all RV owners. This is the proposal that will come before the Board of Directors in 
Indianapolis in July this year at the 96th International Convention. If this proposal is approved by the board in July, it 
will be submitted to the members for a vote in the September, October and November editions of FMCA’s Family 
Motor Coaching magazine. Votes will be counted after November 30th and the results will be communicated to the 
membership. Charlie Adcock told the members that “RV’ing is less about the equipment used and more about the 
people who enjoy the lifestyle”.
Charlie concluded the presentation with some questions and answers.  
Here are a few:
1. Will Chapters have to allow trailers and fifth-wheels into their membership? Answer: No. Chapters write their own 
by-laws and that will not change. For example, in order to be a member of the Monaco Romers you must own a 
Monaco Diesel motorhome.
2. Are we going to change the name “Family Motor Coach Association”? Answer: NO, however we will just be using 
the letters “FMCA” to identify the association. Nobody will have to change their oval placards or business cards.
3. Will towables and motorhomes park together at rally? Answer: Yes.

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                    Jim Lewis & Larry Johnson

                           The volunteer BarTenders have lots of fun drinking together!  And . . . 
The Party goers enjoy time catching up!  Thanks to Rob Wilson & Larry Johnson for taking care of all our Bar needs! 

Thanks, too, to Dianne Wilson & Ellen Johnson for all the work behind the scenes!
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Pink Jeep Tour 
What a fun, bumpy, backcountry tour we took on Wednesday during the 
Rally.  There were around 30+ that decided they just couldn’t resist the 
adventure. 

The group utilized 5 different jeeps to accomodate and off to Coyote 
Canyon we went, highway for a bit until we got to the canyon.  Then it was 
a bumpy, rock & roll style 4-wheeling off-road.  Stopped at a fabulous view 
point of the beautiful Sedona Red Rock for group pictures then headed back 
to base camp taking almost 2 hours to complete.  We all kinda crawled out 
of the jeeps with various aches and pains - oh my, are we getting up there a 
bit?  Not going to admit that! The ride is suggested to all that can handle 
rock & roll.  We explored Sedona with many enjoying a few of the 
restaurants in town and, of course,  a bit of window shopping.  
Thanks to Rich & Raylene for scheduling an adventure not to be soon 
forgotten!  

Happy 
Adventures  

and Safe 
Travels!  

Looking forward to 
seeing everyone at the 
next Rally in September 

2017!  

Marsha Taylor
Newsletter Editor




