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Our latest club adventure took us on a fascinating walking tour of historic downtown 
Grass Valley, a town that truly embodies the spirit and endurance of the Gold Rush era. 
The Victorian charm and rich history packed into this small but vibrant core made for a 
highly memorable day out for the Romers RV Club. 

The architecture itself is a testament to the town's ability to rebuild—notably after 
devastating fires—with scores of preserved buildings dating back to the 1850s and 1860s. 
We started our stroll near the Grass Valley Library (Royce Branch) and were immediately 
drawn into the area's narrative. 

 

Major Points of Interest 

One of the most impressive buildings we encountered was the grand Holbrooke Hotel, 
which has roots tracing back to 1853 (the current structure is from 1862). Its Golden Gate 
Saloon is said to be one of the oldest continuously operating saloons in the country, and 
you can practically hear the echoes of miners and gold tycoons having a drink! Not far 
away, the Del Oro Theatre, with its iconic 1942 Art Deco tower, provides a gorgeous 
architectural beacon and a nod to more recent history that still functions as a modern 
cinema. The Nevada County Bank Building from 1917 also stood out, showcasing some of 
the most impressive architecture downtown. 

 

Lola Montez and Lotta Crabtree 

No tour of Grass Valley is complete without a stop at the Home of Lola Montez (California 
Historical Landmark No. 292) at 248 Mill Street. Lola Montez was an internationally known 
dancer and actress—a true celebrity who settled here in 1853 and purchased this home, 
the only one she ever owned. Her flamboyant life was full of drama, which included keeping 
a pet bear! 

Even more interesting is her connection to another local celebrity, Lotta Crabtree. Lotta, 
who would become a famed 19th-century entertainer, lived just up the street, and legend 
holds that Lola Montez mentored the young girl in singing and dancing. This small stretch of 
Mill Street, therefore, represents a unique nexus of Gold Rush-era celebrity and arts. The 
current structure of Lola's house is a replica, but its story is pure Gold Country history. 

 



The Mill Street Pedestrian Plaza 

The heart of our walking experience was the revitalized Mill Street, which is now a fantastic 
Pedestrian Plaza (or Mall). Historically, this was the bustling commercial center lined with 
mills to process timber for the mines, but today, it has been beautifully transformed. The 
recent redevelopment e`ort has created a welcoming, walkable space with wide 
sidewalks, enhanced lighting, and a focus on community gathering. 

It's now a hub of charming boutiques, cafes, and restaurants, making it the perfect spot to 
browse, grab a co`ee, or enjoy a meal outdoors. The successful transformation of Mill 
Street truly fosters a vibrant atmosphere that honors the past while embracing the present. 
We highly recommend exploring all the shops and supporting these wonderful local 
businesses! 

The entire downtown walking tour was a fascinating and well-spent afternoon, o`ering our 
members an enriching look at the cultural and economic life that thrived alongside the rich 
mines of the area. 

 


